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APHA Briefing Note 38/21 
Certification of Products of Animal Origin for 
export to Canada 
Date issued: 07 September 2021 

Purpose 
To inform Official Veterinarians (OV’s) of the need for increased vigilance in respect of 
certifying products of animal origin for export to Canada. 

Background 
Non-compliances for a number of UK food (meat/products) consignments have been 
observed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) in recent months, which have 
resulted in the de-listing of Food Business Operators (FBOs) for export, as well as 
detainment, return or destruction of the consignments.   

It is imperative that FBOs exporting to Canada and officials certifying product for export to 
Canada uphold full compliance with the requirements outlined in the relevant Export 
Health Certificate (EHC), Notes for Guidance (NFGs) and the other requirements of CFIA, 
such as the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations (SFCR) as they apply to the 
commodity/product/consignment in question. 

Particularly, FBOs must  ensure that the specifications of the meat for export as laid down 
by CFIA, which  the Canadian importer needs to comply with under SFCR, are strictly 
adhered to, including specification/labelling requirements. FBOs must provide OVs with 
the necessary assurances, which may include a company declaration of compliance with 
the above terms.  

Actions 
As with any export certification, OVs must ensure they are aware of the export health 
certification requirements before signing an EHC. OVs must also be confident that the 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finspection.canada.ca%2Ffood-safety-for-industry%2Feng%2F1299092387033%2F1299093490225&data=04%7C01%7Cphil.hadley%40ahdb.org.uk%7Cf30debefe43e4a7ce08d08d96338e9c0%7Ca12ce54b3d3d434695efff13ca5dd47d%7C1%7C0%7C637649918365207381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Jp3Pa1S1byv9q7cHkiYNGfGq7PyD85SuxUCOqEl2650%3D&reserved=0
https://inspection.canada.ca/food-label-requirements/labelling/eng/1299879892810/1299879939872
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product meets the import requirements, that the FBOs in the supply chain are listed by 
CFIA to export that product, and that the supporting documentation is correct.  

Failure to adhere to these requirements may result in de-listing of FBOs for export by 
CFIA, and in detainment or destruction of the products, bringing with it associated costs.  

Please note that some NFGs for exports of products of animal origin, specifically meat and 
poultry products, to Canada will be strengthened in the coming weeks, with a focus on 
increasing compliance. 

Further Information 
If you have any questions, please contact exports@apha.gov.uk. 
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