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OVS NOTE 2024/47 31 October 2024

OUTBREAK OF SMALL HIVE BEETLE IN SICILY, ITALY

Purpose

1. Toinform you that imports of the following commodities are prohibited from
the region of Sicily in Italy due to outbreaks of Small Hive Beetle:

a.
b. bumblebees

c. unprocessed apiculture by-products

d.

e. apiculture products in honeycomb intended for human consumption.

Background

honeybees

used beekeeping equipment

1. Small Hive Beetle (SHB) was first discovered in Italy in 2014 and safeguard
declarations restricting imports into GB of affected bee and apiculture
commodities from the region of Calabria have been in force since January
2023. The following safeguard declarations give effect to these prohibitions:

Small hive beetle in Calabria, Italy: declaration of special measures
(England)
Small hive beetle in Calabria, Italy: declaration of special measures
(Scotland)
Small hive beetle in Calabria, Italy: declaration of special measures

(Wales)

2. ltaly reported a new outbreak of SHB to WAHIS on 16 October 2024. The
outbreak was detected in the region of Sicily.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/63c96d9cd3bf7f24b35c0f13/Small_hive_beetle_in_Calabria__Italy_-_declaration_of_special_measures__England_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/63c96d9cd3bf7f24b35c0f13/Small_hive_beetle_in_Calabria__Italy_-_declaration_of_special_measures__England_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64706aaa80dffe000c23edd2/Small_hive_beetle_in_Calabria__Italy_-_declaration_of_special_measures__Scotland_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64706aaa80dffe000c23edd2/Small_hive_beetle_in_Calabria__Italy_-_declaration_of_special_measures__Scotland_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/63c96dc1e90e07071db36a94/Small_hive_beetle_in_Calabria__Italy_-_declaration_of_special_measures__Wales_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/63c96dc1e90e07071db36a94/Small_hive_beetle_in_Calabria__Italy_-_declaration_of_special_measures__Wales_.pdf
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwahis.woah.org%2F%23%2Fin-review%2F1859%3FreportId%3D169933%26fromPage%3Devent-dashboard-url&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Harris1%40defra.gov.uk%7Cae4c1e62a5c04f90133808dcf4485526%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638653839248180485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kadK%2FMHEKWWYa9%2BKMXoi3pPsaxeSOI2sVZgPMPryZAs%3D&reserved=0

3. To mitigate the risk posed by these products, the UK Office for SPS Trade
Assurance has determined that further safeguard measures under the Trade
in Animals and Related Products Regulations (2011) are necessary to
temporarily suspend imports of the following commodities from the region of
Sicily:

honeybees

bumblebees

unprocessed apiculture by-products

used beekeeping equipment

apiculture products in honeycomb intended for human consumption.

arwnE

4. The following safeguards give effect to these prohibitions:

e Small hive beetle in Sicily, Italy: declaration of special measures

(England)

e Small hive beetle in Sicily, Italy: declaration of special measures

(Scotland)

e Small hive beetle in Sicily, Italy: declaration of special measures

(Wales)

5. The special measures will apply from 1 November 2024 and will continue to
apply until they are revoked or amended.

Action for OVSs

6. To note the above information.

Contact point for enquiries

Email: ukassurance@defra.gov.uk

Imports and EU Trade Team


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/1197/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/1197/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67238ef159832068128c1e08/Small_hive_beetle_in_Sicily_Italy__declaration_of_special_measures__England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67238ef159832068128c1e08/Small_hive_beetle_in_Sicily_Italy__declaration_of_special_measures__England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67238f18bce643d1194f99ce/Small_hive_beetle_in_Sicily_Italy__declaration_of_special_measures__Scotland.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67238f18bce643d1194f99ce/Small_hive_beetle_in_Sicily_Italy__declaration_of_special_measures__Scotland.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67238f058812c830eb8c1e14/Small_hive_beetle_in_Sicily_Italy__declaration_of_special_measures__Wales.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67238f058812c830eb8c1e14/Small_hive_beetle_in_Sicily_Italy__declaration_of_special_measures__Wales.pdf
mailto:ukassurance@defra.gov.uk

