
 

IMPORTS AND EU POLICY TEAM 

 

OVS NOTE 2024/12    17 April 2024 

 

IMPORTATION OF MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS FROM CANADA – CHANGE 

IN CFIA’S OFFICIAL CONTAINER SEAL 

 

Purpose 

1. To advise you that the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is changing its 
official container seal. 

Background 

2. The CFIA is the Canadian competent authority responsible for the certification of 

meat and meat products exported from Canada.  It is in the process of 

standardising is official container seal to replace the old seal with a new seal that 

is more secure, durable, legible and reliable. 

 

3. The characteristics and pictures of the new seal can be found in the Annex.  

“CFIA-ACIA” is printed on the body of the seal along with a 10-digit seal number 

with serialisation sequence starting from 1000000001.   

 

4. CFIA has confirmed that this change does not affect the attestations and official 

controls for exports of meat and meat products and the integrity and security of 

Canada’s export system will be maintained. 

 

5. Containers associated with export certificates issued as of 1 May 2024 will be 

sealed with the new CFIA official seal.  CFIA has requested a transition period of 

six months where containers may be presented with either the old or new seal.  

The transition period will account for containers associated with export 

certificates issued by CFIA before 1 May 2024. 

 

6. In the future the CFIA may adopt a new supplier where the seal may look slightly 

different from the one below, but the characteristics will remain the same. 



 

Action for OVSs 

7. To note the content of this OVS note. 

 

Contact point for enquiries  

Email:  imports@apha.gov.uk  

Imports and EU Trade Team 

 

  



Annex 

 


