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1. General Information 

This Import Information Note (IIN) must be read in conjunction with the IIN for 

general information for imports of animal by-products (ABP), which provides 

information on pre-notifications, veterinary checks, risk categories, etc. 

General information for imports of animal by-products (ABP) (defra.gov.uk) 

http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/bip/iin/gen-03.pdf
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References to European Union (EU) legislation within this document are references to 

direct EU Legislation which has been assimilated in Great Britain (assimilated direct 

legislation), as defined in the Retained EU Law (Revocation and Reform) Act 2023 and 

can be viewed on the UK legislation website (legislation.gov.uk). 

2. Scope 

This IIN covers the importation of organic fertilisers and soil improvers (OFSI) which 

are for direct sale/ready for placing on the market. 

OFSI are materials of animal origin used to maintain or improve plant nutrition and the 

physical and chemical properties and biological activities of soils, either separately or 

together. 

This IIN does not cover the importation of OFSI containing processed manure if this is 

the only animal by-product/derived product component in the OFSI.  See Import of 

Processed Manure, Derived Products from Processed Manure and Guano from Bats 

(defra.gov.uk) 

This IIN does not cover the importation of ABP/derived products for the manufacture of 

OFSI, which includes the import of products to approved ABP establishments for mixing 

and/or re-packaging/re-labelling for placing on the market.  See relevant IIN for import 

requirements or contact the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) Imports team 

(Section 10). 

3. Production Standards  

OFSI, other than manure, digestive tract content, compost, milk, milk-based products, 

milk-derived products, colostrum, colostrum products and digestion residues from the 

transformation of animal by-products or derived products into biogas, must be produced in 

accordance with Section 1, Chapter II, Annex XI to Regulation 142/2011.  

If the OFSI also contains processed manure, the processed manure component must be 

produced in accordance with Section 2, Chapter I, Annex XI to Regulation 142/2011. 

Imported OFSI is not permitted to contain materials derived from Category 2 ABP other 

than processed manure, as referred to in Article 9 of Regulation 1069/2009. 

 

Mixing Requirements  

 

Some types of OFSI must be mixed with certain authorised components, before being 

placed on the market in GB.  This includes OFSI which has been produced from: 

 

• Processed Animal Protein derived from any Category 3 material except material 

referred to in Article 10(n), (o) and (p) of Regulation 1069/2009  

http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/bip/iin/abp-17.pdf
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/bip/iin/abp-17.pdf
http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/bip/iin/abp-17.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2011/142/annex/XI/chapter/II/section/1
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2011/142/annex/XI/chapter/I/section/2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eur/2009/1069/article/9
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Authorisation B4, issued by the Secretary of State to enable derogations to be used in 

England, and published at Derogations from Animal By-Product controls under Regulation 

(EC) 1069/2009 and Commission Regulation (EU) 142/2011 (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

lists the components which are authorised for mixing with OFSI. 

Further information about making fertilisers from processed animal by-products can be 

found here: Making fertiliser from processed animal by-products (ABPs) - GOV.UK 

4. Country of origin 

Imports are permitted from trading partners listed in a document published by the 

Secretary of State, with the consent of the Scottish and Welsh Ministers for: 

● non-EU countries 

● EU and European Free Trade Association (EFTA) countries  

The permitted country of origin will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.  

However, it should be noted that imports of OFSI which have been manufactured using 

processed animal protein or materials which have been subject to another treatment, and 

for which there are available health certificates, will only be permitted from third countries 

approved to export those types of products to Great Britain. 

For example, if the OFSI has been produced by using processed animal protein (PAP) and 

processed manure, the OFSI must meet the third country requirements for imports of both 

respective components. 

5. Approved establishments 

Products must be produced in an establishment approved to export to Great Britain. 

Importers should check prior to importation that the premises are listed on the appropriate 

list.  

Consolidated lists of approved establishments/plants are available here: 

Establishments approved to export animals and animal products to Great Britain - 

data.gov.uk 

If the establishment or plant is not listed, importers are urged to contact the company 

concerned, who should contact their competent authority immediately. If the plant is not 

included on the appropriate list when veterinary checks are carried out the consignment is 

likely to be held and could be rejected and re-exported or destroyed. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1103993/Derogations_from_Animal_By-_Product_controls.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1103993/Derogations_from_Animal_By-_Product_controls.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-fertiliser-from-processed-animal-by-products-abps#:~:text=You%20can%27t%20use%20category,using%20any%20approved%20processing%20method
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/b92627b0-dd7b-4e1d-ba36-e25424f55eeb/non-eu-countries-approved-to-export-animals-and-animal-products-to-great-britain
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/4698a65d-1a3b-42d1-981e-df869e04185b/eu-and-efta-countries-approved-to-export-animals-and-animal-products-to-great-britain
https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/595901f1-b613-475e-a32b-c02c0085675d/establishments-approved-to-export-animals-and-animal-products-to-great-britain
https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/595901f1-b613-475e-a32b-c02c0085675d/establishments-approved-to-export-animals-and-animal-products-to-great-britain
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6. Import documentation 

Authorisation 

Prior to importation, an authorisation is required from APHA. The authorisation sets out the 

conditions for importing these animal by-products into Great Britain. This document is 

required before imports can take place.  

From non-EU countries 

To apply for an authorisation, which must accompany the consignment, please fill in an 

application form. 

• Application form  

From EU and EFTA member states 

Please note that there is currently no requirement to apply to APHA for an authorisation to 

import these types of animal by-products from the EU and EFTA member states. 

Authorisation to import these products from EU and EFTA member states is now provided 

by general import authorisation IMP-GEN-2024-08.pdf which does not need to travel with 

the consignment.  

The consignment must be accompanied by a commercial document.  

Please note that new general import authorisations are currently under development for 

certain types of products from EU and EFTA member states, which may introduce new 

import conditions to ensure animal and public health is protected. They will be published 

here and sufficient time will be given to traders before their use is required.  

This section will also be updated if a new general import authorisation is published which 

is of relevance to the products covered by this import information note. 

Health Certificates 

In addition to an import authorisation, one or more health certificates may be required if the 

OFSI has been manufactured using processed animal protein or other materials 

which have been subject to another treatment, and model health certificates are 

available for those materials. 

For such consignments, under the Border Target Operating Model (BTOM), each medium 

risk ABP/derived product component of the OFSI must have its own health certificate, 

where one is available e.g. for processed animal protein.  

The consignment must also be accompanied by a commercial document which contains a 

description of the OFSI and all ABPs/derived products within the OFSI, including any low 

risk components. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-products-and-pathogens-application-for-import-licence
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/662bad4d1179821456b81ecc/IMP-GEN-2024-08.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-live-animals-or-animal-products-from-non-eu-countries-general-licences-and-authorisations#products-not-for-human-consumption
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7. Approval or Registration of destination 
premises 

Destination premises must be approved or registered by the APHA under Animal By-

Products Enforcement Regulations unless: 

• destination is the place the OFSI will be applied to land and there are no farmed 

animals kept there, or 

• operators at the destination handles and distributes OFSI exclusively in ready-to-

sell retail packaging of not more than 50 kg in weight for uses outside the feed and 

food chain 

This requirement is provided for in Article 23 or Article 24 of Regulation 1069/2009. Further 

information including the registration form is available on the GOV.UK website. 

• Animal by-product categories, site approval, hygiene and disposal 

8. Packaging and labelling requirements 
A label attached to the packaging, container or vehicle must: 

 

• clearly indicate the category of the animal by-products or of the derived products; 

and   

• bear the following words visibly and legibly displayed on the packaging, a container 

or vehicle, as applicable ‘organic fertilisers or soil improvers/no grazing of 

farmed animals or use of crops as herbage during at least 21 days following 

application’ 

 

However, this labelling shall not be required for the following organic fertilisers and soil 

improvers: 

 

• in ready-to-sell packages of not more than 50 kg in weight for use by the final 

consumer, or  

 

• in big bags of not more than 1000 kg in weight, provided that 

o their use has been authorised by the APHA, and 

o it is indicated on those bags that they are not destined for application to land 

to which farmed animals have access. 

https://www.gov.uk/animal-by-product-categories-site-approval-hygiene-and-disposal#getting-your-site-approved-or-registered
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9. Export to Third countries 

If the product is to be re-exported, you should ensure that the importing country will permit 

entry prior to export and that you have the correct paperwork to accompany the product 

before the export takes place. 

10. Contact for further information  

For further information regarding import requirements, contact the Animal and Plant Health 

Agency (APHA) Imports team: 

Centre for International Trade - Carlisle  

Eden Bridge House  

Lowther Street  

Carlisle  

CA3 8DX  

Email: Imports@apha.gov.uk 

Telephone: 03000 200 301  

 

mailto:Imports@apha.gov.uk
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© Crown copyright 2020 

You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence v.3. To view this licence visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ or email 

PSI@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk   

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/publications   

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at:  

Animal and Plant Health Agency 

Centre for International Trade - Carlisle  

Eden Bridge House  

Lowther Street  

Carlisle  

CA3 8DX  

Email: Imports@apha.gov.uk 

www.gov.uk/apha  

The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) is an executive agency of the Department for 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, and also works on behalf of the Scottish Government 

and Welsh Government. 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
mailto:PSI@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications
mailto:Imports@apha.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/apha

